
Please join us on the evening of May 8th froM 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.  
for the Preview of new and recent works by Stephan Balkenhol and evan penny

Evan Penny, Shelley, 2008 
Silicone, hair, pigment, aluminum, 61 x 63.5 x 20 cm

Stephan Balkenhol, Mann-Janus, 2007
Patinated and painted bronze, 53 x 22.5 x 14.5 cm

trépanierBaer Gallery
#105 999 - 8 Street S.W.
Calgary, alberta, Canada
t2R 1J5

www.trepanierbaer.com
t 403.244.2066

tuesday - Saturday
10:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

trépanierBaer is honoured to present the first Canadian exhibition, together, 
of the works of Mr. Stephan Balkenhol and of Mr. evan penny, two of the most 
important sculptors of their generation. Balkenhol and penny are figurative 
sculptors with personal visions that have placed them at the forefront of 
the discourse surrounding representation and the problem of the figure. 
their working methods and strategies – from a material and conceptual 
point of view – are different: it is within this gap that separates them that 
we expect the viewer to find common ground and come to a more insightful 
understanding of contemporary sculpture and its possibilities.

evan penny was born in South africa in 1953 and immigrated to Canada in 
1964. a Canadian citizen, penny currently lives and works in toronto, Canada. 
he received his formal training at the alberta College of art + Design where 
he obtained a postgraduate degree in sculpture in 1978. he has been making 
sculpture of the human form for over three decades, focusing recently on 
the terrain between the real and the replica. “My interest is to situate the 
sculptures perceptually between the way we might see each other in real 
time and space, and the way we imagine our equivalent in photographic 
representation. The intention is that the work be seen in a context where 
the sculptural and photographic images, mirroring each other, subtly shift, 
confound and inform anticipated readings.” penny’s work thus challenges  
the viewer’s notion of self, calling into question not only how we see 
ourselves but also how we conceive ourselves. 

evan penny has had numerous exhibitions and his work has been shown 
extensively throughout Canada and abroad. a major retrospective toured 
Canada in 2004/2005, and in 2007 the Museum of Fine arts in Columbus, 
ohio organized a major solo exhibition of his work which included a 
documentary film titled Currents, Evan Penny. evan penny’s work is 
represented in collections throughout Canada and around the world.

Stephan Balkenhol was born in Fritzlar/hessen, Germany in 1957. he lives 
and works in karlsruhe and Berlin, Germany and Meisenthal, France. he 
studied at the hochschule für Bildende künste in hamburg, between 1976 
– 82. he has been making wooden sculptures that spurn classical ideas of 
beauty and present us with the nondescript everyday man/woman since the 
early eighties. In addition to working with a variety of soft woods including 
poplar and african wawa, Balkenhol also works with patinated and painted 
bronze.  his work has an affinity to the wood carving tradition of the Middle 
ages and the northern Renaissance, as well as the naïve “folk” art of poland 
and eastern europe. Balkenhol does not seek to recapture the heroic glory 
of bygone periods but rather demonumentalizes the figurative statue by 
thrusting the most unremarkable men and women onto pedestals historically 
reserved for heroes and heroines. 

Balkenhol has exhibited internationally for over twenty-five years including 
at the hirshon Museum and Sculpture Garden in Washington, D.C. and at 
the national Museum of art in osaka, Japan. In 2008 the Deichtorhallen 
in hamburg, Germany organized a comprehensive survey especially for 
the location in hamburg. Stephan Balkenhol is represented in collections 
throughout europe and around the world. 

For more information please contact the gallery at +403.244.2066  
or at info@tbg1.com.

Exhibition continues through to June 13, 2009


