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TrépanierBaer is pleased to open its 2009 fall  season with What Widens Within You Walt Whitman, an exhibition of new works by 2009 Sobey Art 
Award finalist Luanne Martineau. The exhibition will showcase a new sculpture titled Aidan’s Fiddle; this major work is a commissioned piece that is 
the culmination of a conversation between the artist and a Calgary based collector that began two years ago in Banff, Alberta. Several new sculptures, 
including “drulptures” (drawing and sculpture), and an assortment of drawings will complete the exhibition.  

For over a decade Martineau has created an extensive store of figural permutations spun out of an imaginary play of high modernist and popular culture 
genres. Not quite recognizable as human, the polymorphous and anthropomorphic forms that she configures operate in a liminal space between genres. 
In a review of the artist’s 2008 exhibition in Toronto, preeminent art critic Nancy Tousley wrote in her weekly blog that:  “Martineau is not going to allow 
you a comfortable place to settle into while you examine the incredible and beautiful ways she works wool, felt and silk into surfaces that make you think 
of painting.” Her determination to break boundaries and merge categories, while a measure of her artistic innovation, engages in a long tradition of social 
satire within contemporary art. Her work can be read as tragic and comic but never as indifferent.

Luanne Martineau was born in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan in 1970. A graduate of the Alberta College of Art and Design, she completed her Masters of  
Fine Arts at the University of British Columbia in 1995. She has participated in group and solo exhibitions throughout Canada, the United States and 
Europe, including the recent How Soon is Now exhibit at the Vancouver Art Gallery earlier this year. A recipient of the VIVA (Vancouver Institute for the 
Visual Arts) award in 2007, Martineau is currently one of five finalists for the prestigious Sobey Art Award; the winner is to be announced in Halifax on 
October 15, 2009. In addition to the Sobey Art Award exhibition opening in September at the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia, Martineau’s work will be featured 
in a group exhibition titled  I haven’t been a figment of my imagination at the SBC Gallery of Contemporary Art in Montréal in November and in a group 
exhibition titled Nothing to Declare: Recent Sculpture from Canada at The Power Plant in Toronto in December. A solo exhibition of her work curated by 
Lesley Johnstone for the Musée d’art contemporain de Montréal is scheduled to open in the spring of 2010. Martineau’s work is in the collections of the 
National Gallery of Canada, the Musée d’art contemporain de Montréal, and the Vancouver Art Gallery to name a few. Luanne Martineau lives and works 
in Victoria, British Columbia where she is a Professor of Theory and Drawing at the University of Victoria. 
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