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TrépanierBaer is pleased to present Carol Wainio: Puss in 

Boots and Other Works, an exhibition of new and recent work 

by the artist. In a recent commentary on Wainio’s work, art 

critic Emily Falvey has poignantly summarized the artist’s 

practice:  “Her canvases are indeed like fairy-tale landscapes 

littered with the detritus of contemporary consumerism, 

but they are also an amalgam of modernist abstraction and 

the applied arts. As such her paintings question a range of 

stubborn class distinctions and cultural assumptions, including 

aesthetic hierarchies that continue to privilege painting over 

illustration; [and] the paradox of value conferred by scarcity 

in a culture of mass production…” First shown at Carleton 

University Art Gallery, in this series Wainio revisits the themes 

and tropes familiar to her work: illustrations from 19th century 

children’s books, cautionary European folk tales, and signifiers 

of consumerist ephemera such as plastic bags all set in 

lugubrious wastelands.  

Carol Wainio completed a BFA at the Nova Scotia College 

of Art and Design, Halifax as well as an MFA at Concordia 

University, Montréal. She lives in Ottawa and currently  

teaches at the University of Ottawa. Her work is in the 

collections of the Art Gallery of Ontario, Toronto; the Musée 

d’art contemporain de Montréal; the National Gallery of 

Canada, Ottawa; the Glenbow Museum, Calgary; Musée des 

beaux-arts de Montréal and numerous private collections 

across Canada. Recent exhibitions include a two person show 

with Ron Shuebrook at the Dalhousie University Art Gallery in 

the fall of 2009; and Carol Wainio: The Book, a solo exhibition 

curated by Diana Nemiroff premiered at the Carleton 

University Art Gallery this spring. A catalogue to accompany 

the latter exhibition is forthcoming. This summer, Wainio will 

undertake a guest residency at the Frankfurter Kunstverein in 

Germany. TrépanierBaer has represented Carol Wainio for over 

a decade. 

Carol Wainio: 
Puss in Boots and 
Other Works

Thursday, May 6th through to  
Saturday, June 5th, 2010

You are cordially invited to the opening reception of 
Carol Wainio: Puss in Boots and Other Works  
on Thursday, May 6th from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 

Ms. Wainio will be in attendance.

Carol Wainio, Tapestry, 2009, Acrylic on canvas, 91.4 x 121.9 cm 

Carol Wainio, Puss in Boots Copies, Acrylic on canvas, 137.2 x 182.9 cm


