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Getting the hint from the weather? It is not too soon to start thinking about the fall art 
season. 

A case in point: the Glenbow Museum's two fall season shows, The Baroque World of 
Fernando Botero and The Broken World of John Will, which open to the public on 
Saturday and continue through Nov. 14. 

Last week, Botero's bulbous coquette, Smoking Woman (1987), was gingerly lowered 
into place on the exhibition floor. Weighing in at 4,000 pounds, the nearly four-metre-
long bronze nude is a heavyweight. Even before she was positioned, it took some 
manoeuvring to get her into the building and onto the second floor. 

She is one of three monumental sculptures in the travelling exhibition, which arrived on 
flatbed trucks covered with tarps. 

Botero is a Colombian artist, born in Medillin in 1932, who has made an international 
reputation that rests largely on his paintings and sculptures of supersize human figures, 
though he also paints still lifes and landscapes. 

The Baroque World of Fernando Botero is an exhibition of 87 paintings, drawings and 
watercolours, 10 small sculptures and three monumental sculptures. It was organized in 
2006 by Art Services International. 

All works are from Botero's collection of his own work. 

It is the first retrospective exhibition of Botero's work since 1974 and the first at Glenbow. 

John Will, a Calgary-based painter, performance artist and master printer, will appear 
solo at the Glenbow for the first time since 1992. The exhibition, The Broken World of 
John Will, includes 13 prints and one large painting in which Will excavates his everyday 
life for subject matter and offers witty social critiques of foolishness. 

Everything in the show is drawn from the Glenbow collection, which holds 109 of Will's 
works. 

Calgary artist Ryan Sluggett, who is studying for an MFA at UCLA, is screening a new 
video animation called Impressionablism at TrepanierBaer Gallery today at 8 p.m., 
during a reception from 7:30 to 9 p.m. 

Sluggett, 29, is a wizard animator whose Diderot's Indulgent Vistas (2006) is so visually 
inventive that it seems as if you are looking at a new piece every time you watch it. 

His new work is a three-minute, 26-second animation, which as he explains it, "takes a 
surrealistic route from the everyday into the abnormal, slightly perverse, highly 



manipulated world of pleasure. It is a pleasure of a physical, constructed nature, like the 
efforts exerted in the act of making an animation itself." 

Impressionablism is his seventh animation. It is presented as an object on a DVD, in an 
edition of 10, with two bonus animations, The Grips and Horror Vacuous. 

Sluggett graduated from the Alberta College of Art & Design in 2003 and is a painter as 
well as an animator. (Four of his recent paintings are on view in the TBG viewing room.) 

He has exhibited across Canada and in Madrid at ARCO 2008, an international art fair. 

To update last week's column, TrepanierBaer made a major sale at the recent 
Melbourne Art Fair. 

Evan Penny's cleverly distorted self-portrait bust, Self Stretch (Variation #3), 2010, 
stayed behind in Australia as the new acquisition of private collectors. 

To see images of the sculpture, go to the online edition of Art in Calgary in the Blogs 
section of Opinion at calgaryherald. com. 

 
 
 
	  


