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June 18th through to July 23rd, 2011

You are cordially invited to the opening reception of  
Harold Klunder - The Montréal Years: Graphic Works.

Saturday, June 18th, 2011, 1:00 p.m.  - 5:00 p.m.
The artist will be in attendance.

The Montréal Years: Graphic Works
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Harold Klunder is known primarily as a painter, one who is noted for an abundant use  
of paint, a varied and colourful palette, adept technical abilities, and an extreme work  
ethic that sometimes causes him to work on a singular piece for many years. 

On the surface, Klunder appears to be an abstract painter, but in reality he thinks  
of himself as a figurative painter, one who works from the long and great traditions  
of figuration and self-portraiture. At the root of his practice is drawing. 

On a prompt from his two youngest children who wanted to master the French language 
after years in French immersion programs in Ontario, Klunder and his family moved to 
Montréal where they have lived for the past decade. During this period, one of the most 
prolific of his career, Klunder re-immersed himself in printmaking, a medium that he has 
worked with since the beginning of his career in the 1970’s.

Klunder says that he has always liked things that were printed, such as posters, magazines 
and stamps for example. He collected stamps as a young boy and he notes: “I still do, a 
little bit, the exact detail has always appealed to me.” For Klunder, everything he does is 
somehow related, and of printmaking and painting he recently remarked: “One of the basic 
things about printmaking is that the image is almost always reversed, giving it a foreign 
look initially. Working with that is for me one of the most exciting and revealing aspects  
of printmaking. It’s impossible to predict the outcome. When I am painting I will sometimes 
use a mirror to see how it looks reversed, the shock of seeing it reversed can keep the 
momentum alive so that I can make the changes that I find necessary. That process 
happens automatically in making a print.”

TrépanierBaer is pleased to present the first solo exhibition, in Canada, of Harold Klunder’s 
graphic works. The exhibition titled The Montréal Years: Graphic Works focuses exclusively 
on the prints Klunder made while living in Montréal over the past decade, and working  
with Master Printer Paul Machnik of Studio PM. The exhibition features a dozen works  
and is anchored by the masterful and monumental (seven meter long) etching and aquatint 
titled 1952.

TrépanierBaer is grateful to Elizabeth and Saskia Klunder for convincing their father and 
mother to move to Montréal and providing the opportunity to the artist.

Harold Klunder is represented in many of the country’s public and private collections.  
He maintains studios in Montréal, Québec; Flesherton, Ontario; and Berlin, Germany.  
This fall Harold Klunder and his partner Catherine Carmichael will be based in New York 
City for several months.

For more information please contact the gallery at +(403) 244-2066 or info@tbg1.com. 


