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Tanya Rusnak
Please join Tanya Rusnak for the opening of her exhibition,
Thursday, June 10th, 2004, 5:00 - 7:00 pm.

Exhibition continues through to July 3, 2004.

Artist in attendance.

www.trepanierbaer.com

The Grey Film of Dust (Burning mountain Rr:V1), 2004,
gouache & acrylic on vellum & board, 14.5” x 14.5”.

The Grey Film of Dust by Tanya Rusnak
June 10th – July 3, 2004 

In this new installation based work, Tanya Rusnak, taking cue from Walter Benjamin’s
(1892-1940) writings on the cultural history of modernity, employs the metaphor of
dust to present an allegory on extinction.The trajectory of the installation narrative is
set into motion through the re-presentation of an image text drawn from P.T.
Barnum’s (1810-1891) American Museum Guidebook. This breathless line of carney
barker prattle, which is installed along the upper parameter of an expanse of gallery
wall, evokes the sublime spectacle of a migratory flight of passenger pigeons.
Resonating like a commentary on life and history under erasure, the circus showman’s
narrative unravels through varying ontological levels in relation to a collection of
mementos and hand drawn images installed below the text.

As with previous works, Rusnak considers the theme of cultural memory through an
installation that combines artifacts and archival materials with fabricated works.
Conceived as a hybrid collection of old world memory, her installation reveals
provoking juxtapositions that suggest a cultural ordering, yet registers, moreover,
with the resolutely partial musings of its display. This coalescence of artifacts and
drawings, installed like a collection of fictions within fictions under the canopy of
carney text, comprises an inventory of works poised within the poetics of secrecy,
hermeticism, and intimacy. Rusnak’s drawings depict an array of natural
phenomenon: volcanic ash plumes, snow crystals, dead stars, atoms and eclipsed
suns. Examining the reciprocal relationship between remembering and forgetting,
Rusnak’s installation questions how historical interpretation affects both the
perception of historical experience and the production of historical narrative.

Tanya Rusnak was born in Edmonton, Alberta and lives and works in Calgary. A
graduate of the Alberta College of Art and Design, (DVA, honors, 1991; BFA honors,
1998), she also studied at L’Ecole des Arts Decoratifs, in Strasbourg, France, and is
currently completing graduate studies at The University of Calgary. Solo exhibitions of
the artist’s installations have been featured at the following institutions: The New
Gallery, Calgary, AB;The Edmonton Art Gallery, Edmonton, AB;The Mendel Art Gallery,
Saskatoon, Sask; The Ukrainian Cultural and Educational Center, Winnipeg; Neutral
Ground, Regina; The Southern Alberta Art Gallery, Lethbridge, AB; and The
Confederation Center & Art Gallery, Charlottetown, P.E.I. First exhibited at The New
Gallery in an exhibition curated by Steve Nunoda, entitled Survivals: Cultures and
Contexts, the artist’s large scale installation based work entitled, “on emigration”
became recognized as part of an ambitious exhibition series entitled, The Post
Colonial Landscape Project; a project developed and curated by Bruce Grenville. The
subject of numerous reviews, Rusnak’s “on emigration” installation was recently
included in an education based project and exhibition series developed and curated
by Shauna McCabe entitled, Telling Stories: Narratives of Nationhood; a project
produced by The Confederation Centre Art Gallery, and the P.E.I Department of
Education. Rusnak is a recipient of both Canada Council Visual Arts Project Grants,The
Alberta Foundation for The Arts Projects Grants, and Research Grants awarded by The
University of Calgary and The Alberta Foundation for The Arts.

For more information please contact Yves Trépanier or Kevin Baer at
(403) 244-2066, or email info@tbg1.com
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