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Dave Foy and Jenn Saliek, the art team of DaveandJenn, with their sculpture -The Binding Line-, at 
TrépanierBaer Gallery in Calgary, January 2015. It's part of their show This Sinking Feeling Could Keep You Afloat. 
Gavin Young / Calgary Herald 
 
 
There’s no such thing as a quick walk-through of a DaveandJenn show — and that’s exactly 
how they planned it. 
 
The Calgary husband-and-wife team of David Foy and Jenn Saleik have been devising their 
own unique brand of visual art for over a decade now, and have emerged as one of the 
hottest artistic dynamic duos in town. 
 



There are plenty of opportunities for Calgarians to check out their vivid, original work in the 
next couple of months. There’s the solo exhibition — This Sinking Feeling Could Keep You 
Afloat — of their work on display at TrépanierBaer Gallery, as well as pieces in one show 
that’s closing (the Kim Dorland-curated Voted Most Likely), and one biggie that opens Jan. 31 
(Oh, Canada, at the Glenbow and three other Calgary venues). No End, a solo exhibition of 
their work, opens in March at the Art Gallery of Alberta in Edmonton. 
 
“When I met them,” says Mass MOCA ‘s Denise Markonish, who curated Oh,Canada, “I 
sort of knew straightaway that I would put them in the show.” 
 
“I always like that their work is very playful,” she says. “There a darkness to it as well — like 
what happens in the depths of the woods is serious (business).” 
 
Trained as painters at the Alberta College of Art + Design, the duo create a fantastical world 
that’s a blend of the personal details of their life, embedded into paintings and mixed media 
sculptures that incorporate everything from ancient Babylonian myth to old west 
iconography. 
 

 
-The Binding Line-, by DaveandJenn, part of This Sinking Feeling Could Keep You Afloat, at Calgary’s TrepanierBaer 
Gallery is showing through Jan. 24. 
 
Using multiple layers of resin, their lush paintings look a bit like a Maurice Sendak 
children’s book reimagined by director Terry Gilliam. They’re awash in colour and filled with 



creatures that could be scary or cuddly, lush tropical vegetation, funeral processions from 
ancient cultures, abandoned french fries, empty soda cups, dudes in shorts, fool kings. 
 

With Friends Like These, by DaveandJenn. 
 
Their work is a delicious mash-up of sensibilities, references and materials, almost as if all 
those tabs you have open on your laptop all converged into a single, dense, delightful 
painting. 
 
For Saleik, who loves to read history books to learn about ancient civilizations and their 
cultures, the density — one of their paintings weighs 200 pounds — is both the literal and 
figurative point. 
 
“I want things to be a long read for people,” Saliek says. 
 
“I think that’s a lost art,” she says. “I’m probably not the first person to say that. I’m sure 
lots of people have said it more eloquently than me but — it is really easy just to glance or 
skim over things.” 
 
In other words, if paintings had relationship status updates assigned to them, the way social 
media asks us to define our relationships with other people, DaveandJenn’s work would be: 
it’s complicated. 
 
 



Don’t Worry Mama and No End, 2014, DaveandJenn 
 
“All the work that we make,” she says, “is … always like the summation of a lot of different 
parts and a lot of little stories that make up the whole symphony. 
 
“That’s the world view we have,” she says. “That’s how I think about the world around me 
— that there’s a lot of different bubbles and universes travelling around me, and together 
they’re sort of like one larger whole.” 
 
What’s interesting is the theory, put forward by Markonish, that there’s a certain western 
Canadian prairie artist sensibility at play in DaveandJenn’s work that other prairie artists, 
such as Chris Millar and even Kim Dorland, also display. 
 
“There’s some sort of impulse we (prairie artists) have, or need that artists have from around 
here for accumulation — a lot of information and either just rearranging it, or showing the 
summation of it — or in the collapsing long time lines into singular points.” 
 
All of which is art talk for Blame Edmonton. 
 
“We grew up in Edmonton,” Saliek says. “I moved from Germany when I was seven. Dave 
was born there and grew up there (as a Lego-loving child in a family of eye doctors). But I 
always joke that when you live in a place where for like six months of the year it is really dark 
and winter …” 
 



“Isolating,” says Foy, an old-school man of few words. 
 
“Quiet,” adds Saleik. “Everything feels like it’s sleeping — you kind of develop a very, very 
strong inner-world sort of thing, and often it’s very bright.” 
 
The other subject that permeates DaveandJenn’s work is all the ways in which humans are 
an awkward fit with the rest of the natural world. 
 
“One of our favourite topics is the human animal and all of the absurdity and grandness that 
comes with that,” she says. “It comes up a lot (in our work). That brings good things and 
bad,” she says. 
 

 
Don’t Worry Mama (Detail), from Calgary artists DaveandJenn. Part of an exhibition, This Sinking Feeling Could 
Keep You Afloat, on display at TrépanierBaer Gallery in Calgary. 
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