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Chris Cran

Please join us for the opening of Chris Cran’s exhibition,
Thursday, September 9th, 2004, 5:00 - 7:00 pm.

Artist in attendance.

Exhibition continues through to October 9th, 2004.

www.trepanierbaer.com

Suitable For Framing (Sublime Sales series), 2004, acrylic and silkscreen ink
on canvas, 122 x 152 cm.

Chris Cran
Inspirational Themes and Sublime Sales

September 9th – October 9th, 2004.

Always humorous and inventive, Chris Cran, with his unique blend of critical attitude,
humor and wit, draws upon the iconography of contemporary religious kitsch,
amongst other sources, in this latest series of post-Pop paintings. Taking off from his
critically acclaimed Sublime Sales Series of 2003, and working with a repertoire of
visual post-modernist puns,Cran turns icons into icons in this new series of acrylic and
silkscreen ink paintings. His dialogue with popular culture – with which the artist has
engaged over the course of his career – underlies the purpose and method of satire
at play in this latest exhibition. As in the best of his work, the artist continues to
critique the interaction of the viewers gaze, through a diverse range of ironic devices.
Speckled with his trademark half tone reproduction dots, Chris Cran’s new paintings
reveal a performative play on popular culture sources. Spinning kitsch images
into high ideals this notorious style shifter delivers a series of works whereby divine
ideas emanate.

Born in Ocean Falls, British Columbia in 1949, Chris Cran is a graduate of the Alberta
College of Art and Design, Calgary. His paintings have been widely exhibited across
Canada in both solo and group exhibitions. In a recent survey article published in the

Fall 2003 issue of Canadian Art magazine, critic Nancy Tousley describes Cran’s rise to
the top of the Canadian painting scene with particular focus on the conceptual
framework that has informed a practice centered around the artist’s attraction to
popular culture and kitsch. The recipient of numerous Canada Council grants and
awards, the artist has exhibited at the 49th Parallel Gallery, New York City (1992) and
in the Fourth International Painting Biennial, Cuenca, Ecuador (1994), and Pleasures of
sight and states of being; Radical abstract painting since 1990, Appleton Museum of
Art, curated by Roald Nasgaard. The Kelowna Art Gallery organized a major survey of
Cran's work from 1977 – 1997. Entitled Surveying the Damage, the exhibition traveled
the country into the year 2000; a catalogue with essays by Dr. Roald Nasgaard and art
critic Nancy Tousley accompanied the exhibition. In addition to his professional
activities as a painter, Chris Cran has been actively involved in Calgary’s theatre scene,
and recently produced several uniquely creative sets for Calgary’s internationally
recognized One Yellow Rabbit theatre company. Chris Cran’s work is well collected
and may be found in numerous private and public collections including the National
Gallery of Canada, Glenbow, The Mackenzie Art Gallery, and the Musée d’art
Contemporain de Montréal, to name a few. Chris Cran is represented by TrépanierBaer
in Calgary and Sable-Castelli in Toronto.

For more information please contact Yves Trépanier or Kevin Baer at
(403) 244-2066, or email info@tbg1.com
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