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'Groundbreaking' London artist honoured

at Rideau Hall

Wyn Geleynse is one of just three London artists to ever receive the Governor General’s Awards in Visual and
Media Arts.

London artist Wyn Gelenyse with Governor General Julie Payette, at Rideau Hall in Ottawa Wednesday March 28, where he received his 2018
Governor General’s Awards in Visual and Media Arts  M C P L  V I N C E N T  C A R B O N N E A U,  R I D E A U  H A L L  ©  O S G G ,  2 0 1 8 .

It wasn’t expected, but it was a welcome tribute for London artist
Wyn Geleynse.

Geleynse — a fixture on the London art scene for more than five decades — was in Ottawa
Wednesday at the home of Governor General Julie Payette, Rideau Hall, to receive his 2018
Governor General’s Awards in Visual and Media Arts, one of just three London artists to ever
receive the honour.

Geleynse expressed surprise, especially at the outpouring of support and congratulations.

“I have to be honest, I knew there were efforts to nominate me, but you’re never really prepared
for it and it really, really took me by surprise,” said Geleynse, an adjunct professor at Western
University nominated by Paul Walde, an artist and professor at the University of Victoria and
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“

Andrew Wright, an artist and professor at the University of Ottawa.

A Man Trying to Explain Pictures, 1991 by London artist Wyn Geleynse

The award comes with a $25,000 cash prize. It’s one of the most prestigious awards in the
Canadian art world that recognizes artistic achievement, the winners chosen by a Canada
Council for the Arts committee that recognizes achievement, especially groundbreaking
visionaries.

In their submission, Walde and Wright wrote: “Wyn Geleynse’s practice is one of a restless
tinkerer, someone who is endlessly experimenting with techniques both ancient and on the
leading edge of the latest technology.”

Previous nominations for Geleynse have been made by Museum London.

“It’s certainly deserved,” said Brian Meehan, executive director of the museum, which hosted a
retrospective of Geleynse’s work in 2005, Wyn Geleynse: A Man Trying to Explain Pictures,
which went on to tour galleries in Canada and Europe.

“It’s important recognition of Wyn’s body of work over the course of his career and recognition
from his peers for the groundbreaking work he’s done. He’s done some very interesting things
that hadn’t been done before and younger artists have come along and built on it.”

Other London artists to receive the Governor General’s Awards for art (created in 2000 and
funded and administered by the Canada Council for the Arts) include Murray Favro in 2007 and
Jamelie Hassan in 2001.

“He’s such a generous artist,” said Hassan.

“The inventiveness of his work is very compelling. The award also speaks very highly of the
artistic community in London. It’s great to see another artist in our community recognized.”

– London
artist Wyn Geleynse

I have to be honest, I knew there were efforts to
nominate me, but you’re never really prepared for
it and it really, really took me by surprise.



2018-03-31, 6*16 PMLondon artist Wyn Geleynse wins Governor Generalʼs Award | The London Free Press

Page 3 of 5http://lfpress.com/entertainment/local-arts/groundbreaking-london-artist-honoured-at-rideau-hall

“Groundbreaking” is the word often used by others to describe Geneynse’s work. But it didn’t
begin that way for the artist.

Geleynse was born in Rotterdam in The Netherlands and moved to Canada with his parents in
1953. They settled in London and Geleynse graduated from H.B. Beal secondary school’s
acclaimed art program in 1966.

He entered the London art scene at one of the most vibrant times in its history, when artists
such as the late Greg Curnoe and Jack Chambers, Ron Martin, Hassan and Favro were
challenging norms, not just with their art but their ideas, including the creation of the artist-run
Forest City Gallery and formation of the Canadian Artists’ Representation (CARFAC), now a
national organization of artists.

Museum London
@MuseumLondon

Congratulations to our friend Wyn Geleynse on winning the 
Governor General's Award in Visual & Media Arts (Media Artist) 
today! #GGArts @LdnArtsCouncil #ldnont @McIntoshGallery 
@trepanierbaer ggavma.canadacouncil.ca/wyn-geleynse
11:50 AM - Feb 20, 2018

20 See Museum London's other Tweets

Wyn Geleynse
Wyn Geleynse is considered a pioneer in multimedia
artistic practices in Canada. His work is now being
honoured with a #GGArts award.
ggavma.canadacouncil.ca

Geleynse said he remembers visiting Curnoe’s studio while in high school, encountering other
artists who had started attracting national and international attention, such as Tony Urquhart,
John Boyle and Murray Favro.

It was an era when the term London Regionalism was coined by these same artists, who
focused their creative energies and subjects on where they lived.

“It was inspiring,” said Geleynse. “(Curnoe) would let us go there and watch him work and we’d
meet other artists. There was real cross-generational experiences.”

Initially, Geleynse painted, but by early 1979 he’d become disenchanted with art.

“To be honest, I wasn’t a very good painter and it was hard to come to terms with that,”
 Geleynse. “But I always loved photography and decided I wasn’t going to make art because it
was so disappointing. So I started playing around with photography.”

A chance visit to Ron Nelson Photography on Horton Street one day changed his plans.

“I was there talking to the manager, Gerry Casino, and Garth Hudson (of The Band fame)
stopped by and put a box of 16 mm camera equipment on the counter and said he wanted to
get rid of it and I bought it,” recalled Geleynse.

Around the same time, Favro had an exhibition at the Forest City Gallery where he used a “wave
machine” to move a canvas with a projected image on it.

“That’s when I realized film could be something (else),” said Geleynse.

That was the birth of Wyn Geleynse, multimedia artist.

He has become an artist who creates installation-based works where he uses film loops
projected against a wide variety of three-dimensional items — such as models, toys or
furniture — to explore themes from childhood, domesticity, self, and “the boundaries between
public and private.”
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Geleynse’s work is celebrated in exhibitions across the country and around the world, some of it
held in public and private collections. Visit Geleynse’s website, http://www.wyngeleynse.net
(http://www.wyngeleynse.net) , for more information about this career and work.

James Patten, director and chief curator at Western University’s McIntosh Gallery, which has 14
of Geleynse’s works in its collection and hosted an exhibition with several of his works as recent
as September, 2016, said the award was “well deserved.”

“His work reveals a gifted storyteller with a profound understanding of the human experience
and the ways in which images function in relation to memory,” said Patten.

“Featuring local people, they demonstrated his uncanny ability to reveal character and
personality. Wyn has also mentored many younger artists throughout his career, generously
imparting his considerable insight and wisdom to them.”
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Westmount armed robbery
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