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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary 
I am Ed Pien, based in Toronto. At 11, I emigrated from Taiwan. In 2018, I retired early from teaching part-time to dedicate myself 
even more fully to my art practice. 
 
I pursued my passion for art when young, enrolling in H.B. Beal Secondary School’s arts program, 
later, earning an Hon. BFA from Western University, studying under Patterson Ewen and learning 
the importance of innovation and excellence. I completed an MFA at York University, focusing on painting and installation. 
 
Having experienced marginalization and learned about the Hiroshima and Nagasaki atomic bombings at an early age, as well as 
recognizing my complicity in the continuation of colonialization here in Canada, I advocate for autonomy, agency, and justice while 
championing diversity and equality. My drawings of hybridized, grotesque beings celebrate Otherness and Difference. I have also 
been collaborating with water since 2016 to foreground its sentience - its creativity and co-agency, challenging its view as merely a 
resource. Since 2014, I’ve worked with seniors from San Agustín, Havana, exploring the notion of Time, and one of my goals is 
combatting ageism. 
 
I have attended many residencies. One career highlight is working alongside artists in Kinngait, including Shuvinai Ashoona and Tim 
Pitsiulak. I have an extensive record of exhibitions, artist talks, panel discussions, and workshops. I was a grunt gallery board 
member and sat on juries for the Toronto, Ontario and Canada Council. I loved teaching, sharing knowledge and experiences and 
learning from students. I continue mentoring, offering workshops, and artist’s talks whenever opportunities arise.  
 
Arts and cultural training 
1975 - 1979 H.B.Beal Secondary Art School, Art Program, London, Ontario 
1979 - 1982 Honours Bachelor of Fine Arts, University of Western Ontario - now named Western University 
1982 Summer - Queen’s University, Art and Architecture in Venice Program 
1982 - 1984 Masters of Fine Arts, York University 
 
Selected artistic and cultural work presented to the public  
(unless specified otherwise, all exhibitions have been curated and artist’s fees are paid) 
2027 (upcoming) Present: Past/Future, Art Windsor-Essex, Windsor, ON (Solo) 
2026 (upcoming) Present: Past/Future, Dalhousie Art Gallery, Halifax, NS (Solo) 

http://www.edpien.com/


 

 

2024 (upcoming) Present: Past/Future, Havana Biennial, Havana, Cuba (no fees paid)  
2024 être eau, Musée d’art de Rouyan-Noranda,Q.C. (solo) 
2024 Cultural Olympics, Nevers, France - a project led by Grand Palais Rmn, France 
2023 Drawn From Water, The Reach, Abbotsford, BC (solo) 
2022 to 2023   Present: Past/Future, The AGO, Toronto, ON (solo) 
2021 Relations (Diaspora & Painting), Esker Foundation, Calgary, AB 
2020 Parity, Bienal Internaciónal de Asución, Asunción, Paraguay, (no fees paid) 
2019 Revolutionaries and Ghosts: Memory, Witness and Justice in a Global Canadian Context, Nickel Galleries, Calgary, AB 
2018 Work of Wind: Air, Land, Sea, Blackwood Gallery, Presented in partnership with the City of Mississauga, Mississauga, ON 
2017 Shadowed Land, Art Gallery of Mississauga, ON (solo) 
2017 Antipodes - Diverse and Reverse, Curitiba Biennal, Memorial Museum, Curitiba, Brazil (no fees paid) 
2017 Liquid Being, University of Lethbridge Art Gallery, AB (solo) 
2016 In Activity, Dikke Toren, Zierikzee, The Netherlands (solo) 
2015  Luminous Shadows, The McIntosh Gallery, London, ON (solo) 
2015 Memory and Dream, Beijing International Art Biennale, Beijing, China (no fees paid) 
2014  Shine a Light: Canadian Biennial, The National Gallery, Ottawa, ON 
2014 3 am, Chapter Arts Centre (Canton, Cardiff, Wales), Newlyn Gallery (Penzans, UK), Ferens Gallery (Hull, UK) (no fee paid) 
2013  More Light, Moscow Biennale, 5th Edition, Moscow, Russia (no fees paid) 
2012  Sydney Biennial 18th Edition, Sydney, Australia  
2012 Oh Canada, Mass MoCA, USA 
2010 Scream, with Inuit Sculptor, Samonie Toonoo, Justina M. Barnike Gallery, Toronto, ON 
2009 to 2011 Memento, The Chinese Arts Centre, Manchester (touring); Himalaya Gallery, 501 Contemporary, Chongqing, China;  
  New Art Exchange, Nottingham, UK; South Hill Park, UK; Storey Gallery; Lancaster, UK (solos) 
2009 Haven of Delight, Musée d’art de Jolliette, Joliette, QC (touring) (solo) 
2007 Enchantement, Centre d’art contemporain de Basse-Normandie, Hérouville-Saint-Clair, France (solo) 
2007 Haven, Bellevue Arts Museum, Bellevue, WA, USA (solo) 
2007 Tangled Garden, Canada House Gallery, London, UK (solo) 
2005 Wrestling with Demons, BizArt, Shanghai, China (solo) 
2004   Earthly Delights, Centro Nacional de las Artes, Mexico City, Mexico (solo) 
2003   In a Realm of Others, SAAG, Lethbridge, AB (solo) 
2002 Drawing, Biennial de Montréal 3e, Montreal QC 
2002  Deep Waters, The Paris Canadian Cultural Centre, Paris, France (solo) 
2000  Tout le temps, Biennial de Montréa 2el, Montreal QC 
2000  Selections, The Drawing Center, NYC. USA (no fees paid) 
1998  Ghosts, Oboro, Montreal, QC (solo) 



 

 

 
Artists and community collaboration activities (selected) 
2024    Circle of Life, public art (design collaboration with Jay Soule) - The Thornhill, Vaughan 
2023   Songs of Reciprocity, pubic art, Mcity, City of Mississauga, ON 
2022    Post Capitalist Auction, Harbourfront Centre, Toronto, ON 
2022    Reverie, public art - DUO Twin Tower - Atelier Jean Nouvel, Paris, France 
2016    Up in the Air, Kaina Middle School, Chinook High School, Members of the Bhutanese Lethbridge Community 
2014 to present  Working with a small group of Elders from San Agustín, Cuba on Present: Past/Future 
 
Arts and cultural work experience (selected) 
2016 to 2022  très loins, set designer, Sylvie Bouchard Dance 
2004   La pluie, set designer, Sylvain Émard Danse 
2002   Manifestations, group show curator, PFOAC, Montreal, QC 
1993 to 1996   Board Member, grunt Gallery, Vancouver 
 
Teaching 
1992 to 1997  Emily Carr Institute of Art and Design, Sessional Instructor 
2000   Nova Scotia College of Art and Design, Summer School Instructor 
2002 to 2005   Ontario College of Art and Design, Sessional Instructor 
2015 & 2016  Concordia University, Visiting Professor 
2007 to 2018   University of Toronto, Permanent Part-time Faculty 
 
Mentorships (selected) 
2020 to 2024  Mentoring Chippewa artist, Jay Soule on a public art project 
2023   Mentoring artists at Mountain Arts Residency, Wells, BC 
2020 to present Mentoring Japanese-Canadian artist, Nami Ueno 
2020 to 2022  Mentoring U of T Architect student, Karl Lam by him assisting me with my AGO exhibition 
2017 to 2020  Mentoring U of T architect student, Isabel Amos by her assisting me with my exhibition and public art projects 
2014    Saskatoon CARFAC Visiting Mentor 
2009 to 2012  Mentoring U of T several U of T students by assisting me with my exhibitions and biennial art projects   
    (Polina Teif, Andrew Rusdale, Corrie Jackson, and Jenny Pham) 
2007 to 2009  Mentoring U of T student Joel Thompson, assisting me with audio/visual components of my exhibitions 
2019 to 2020  Mentoring Concordia student, Alexey Lazarev 
2019   Mentor, Residency Art Program, City of Mississauga 



 

 

 
 
 
Volunteer experience (selected) 
1984 to present Artworks donated for fundraising at artists’-run-centres, museums, shelters, hospices, etc. 
1991 - 1997 AIDS Vancouver, As a driver to take clients to clinics and hospitals, and as a Buddy for people living with HIV. 
Residencies (selected) 
2024 Canadian Artists Abroad - Galerie Cache, San Agustín, Oaxaca, Mexico 
2024 Musée des beaux arts de Rouyn-Noranda, QC 
2023  The Reach Gallery, Abbotsford, B.C. 
2023 Baldwin House Residency, Burnaby Art Gallery, Burnaby, BC 
2022  Joy Kogawa House, Vancouver, B.C.  
2018 Managing New Displacements from Geography, CREAR Foundation Residency, Trapacá Región, Chile 
2017  Lichen Lab, University of Lethbridge, AB 
2012 North South Exchange, Kinngait Studios, TD Bank, Kinngait, Nunavut 
2011 Centre Sagamie, Alma, Q.C. 
2010  Breathe, 501 Contemporary, Chongqing, China 
2008  Breathe, Chinese Contemporary Arts Centre, Manchester, The U.K. 
2008  Axe-Néo7, Gatineau, Q.C. 
2006  Space Residency, Canada Council for the Arts, London, The U.K. 
2004 Koerner Visiting Artist Residency, Agnes Etherington Art Gallery, Queen’s University 
1999 Paris Studio, Canada Council 
 
Artist talks/presentations (selected) 
2024 Print Media Department, Concordia University, Montreal, QC 
2023 Joy Kogawa House 
2022 Centre A, Vancouver BC 
2020  Fondation PHI 
2019 UQÀM 
2017 University of Lethbridge, Lethbridge, AB 
2017  NSCAD 
2016 Art Gallery of Mississauga, Mississauga, ON 
2015 Mcintosh Gallery, Western University 



 

 

2014 University of Concordia 
2013 FIFA, Montreal, Q.C. 
2009 The Chinese Arts Centre, Manchester, The U.K. 
2007 Canada House, London, The U.K. 
2007 Bellevue Arts Museum, Bellevue, WA, USA 
2002 Wimbeldon School Art, London, The U.K. 
Publications (selected) 
2022 Montes de Oca Moreda, Dannys; Van Der Avoird, Renée; Sicot, Catherine; Pien, Ed, Present: Past/Future 
2018  Kingston, A; Luzar, R: Mévius, I; Ed Pien, 1700 LaPoste, Montreal 
2016  de Zegher, C; Kingston, A; Patten, J, Luminous Shadows, exhibition catalogue, London, ON 
2015  Malbert, Roger, Drawing People 
2014  Zhou, Yan, Transformation of Canadian Landscape Art: Inside and Outside of Being, Xi’An Art Museum, Xi’An and Today Art  
  Museum, Beijing  
2013  de Zegher, C., More Light, 5th Moscow Biennale 
2013  Stanbridge, N., Traces, Art Gallery of Greater Victoria 
2013  Kingston, Angela, 3 a.m. The Bluecoat, Liverpool 
2012  McMaster, G, All Our Relations, Sydney Biennale 
2012  Markonish, D, Oh Canada, MASS MoCA, U.S.A. 
2010  Eve-Lyne Beaudry, Stefano Catalini, Zoë Chan, Haven of Delight, Musée d’art de Joliette, Montreal 
2007  Firmin, Sandra Q., and Carolyn Tennant Haunted Screens, Buffalo: UB Art Gallery, 2007, p. 3. 
2007  Laliberte, Mark, Tangled Garden, Canada House, 2007 
2005   Hatt, Gordon, Linda Jansma and Tila Kellman, In a Realm of Others, Lethbridge: SAAG 
2005 Just My Imagination, London: Museum London 
2004  Kellman, Tila, Ed Pien, Halifax: Saint Mary’s U. and Sir Wilfred Grenfell College Art Gallery, 2004 
2002  Domino, Christophe, Ed Pien: Deep Waters, Paris: Centre culturel canadien, 2002, p. 74. 
2002 Ghaznavi, Corinna, Gathering Shades: C. Heard & E. Pien, Toronto: MOCCA, 2002, p. 31. 
2001   Laurence, Robin, Ed Pien, Kamloops Art Gallery 
2001 Finch, E, Drawing Papers 10: Selections Summer 2000, NY: The Drawing Center, 2001, p. 16. 
2000 Gale, Peggy, Tout le temps / Every Time, Montreal : Centre international d’art contemporain de Montreal, 2000, p. 167.  
 
Awards and community recognition (selected) 
2022  Canada Council for the Arts, Explore to Create 
2015-16  Canada Council Project Grant 
2013   Canada Council Travel Grant 
2013  Ontario Arts Council Established Artist Project Grant 



 

 

2010-2011  Canada Council Long-Term Project Grant 
  
Assessment and adjudication (selected) 
2024  Juror for Public Art Competition, City of Markham 
2023  Juror, Annual Juried Exhibition, Art Gallery of Mississauga 
2016 Toronto Arts Council Visual/Media Arts Committee where we reviewed applications from public galleries for their funding  
  application on Annual Operating, Multi-Year Operating, and Targeted Enhanced Funding and Projects 
2014? Canada Council for the Arts Juror 
1992 Juror, Canada Council Art Bank  
 
Media Coverage (selected) 
Despite deaths and diseases, artist Ed Pien has persisted in his poignant eight-year project, Kate Taylor, The Globe and 
Mail, July 22, 2022 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/art-and-architecture/article-ed-pien-has-been-interviewing-cuban-seniors-since-2014-the-
results-are/  
 
The 10 most remarkable and memorable artworks at Canadian galleries in 2022, Kate Taylor, The Globe and Mail, December 
16,2022 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/art-and-architecture/article-the-10-most-remarkable-and-memorable-artworks-at-canadian-
galleries-in/ 
 
Ed Pien, Border Crossings, Daniel O’Quinn, October 2022 
https://bordercrossingsmag.com/article/ed-pien  
 
Why Ed Pien collaborated with the Atlantic Ocean to make his ghostly new print, CBC Arts, Lise Hosein, December 6, 2017 
https://www.cbc.ca/arts/exhibitionists/why-ed-pien-collaborated-with-the-atlantic-ocean-to-make-his-ghostly-new-print-1.5385615 
 
David Balzer’s Top 3: Haunted Heroes, David Balzer, Canadian Art, December 16, 2010 
https://canadianart.ca/features/david_balzer_top3/  
 
Ed Pien: Drawing in Many Forms, Zöe Chan, Canadian Art, August 27, 2009 
https://canadianart.ca/reviews/ed_pien-2/ 
 
Ed Pien: Drawing Hauntology, Lai Wan, Canadian Art, June 2007 

https://bordercrossingsmag.com/article/ed-pien
https://canadianart.ca/reviews/ed_pien-2/


 

 

https://canadianart.ca/features/ed-pien/  
 
Memberships and affiliations 
CARFAC member 
RCA member 


